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Minister’s visit brings promiseMinister’s visit brings promise

Woorabinda Aboriginal Shire Council welcomed Queensland MP 
and Minister Craig Crawford to our community last month. 
Minister Crawford currently 
holds the portfolios of minister 
for Seniors ad Disability 
Services as well as Minister for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Partnerships. 
During his visit he met 
community members and 
Council.
“Its been a great day out here 
in Woorabinda,” he said.
“I’m very impressed with the 
leadership out here - the mayor 

and the council but also leaders 
in the community.
“I can see there’s a very strong 
connection, there’s a very 
strong drive to advance and 
move forward and get some 
of that local decision making 
happening closer here to 
community and in community.
“I one hundred percent 
support that.”
Minister Crawford also visited 
the Woorabinda Arts and 

Cultural Centre in Duaringa.
“We want to work with 
everyone from Elders, to the 
Mayor, to leaders,” he said.
“Let’s move forward, I think 
there are some incredible 
opportunities and we have to 
reach forward and grab them.”

Pictured: BELOW LEFT: David Thompson, 
Mayor Josh Weazel and Craig Crawford 
(Supplied – Craig Crawford MP); BELOW 
RIGHT: David Thompson, Craig Crawford 

and Nickeema Williams (pic by Jacob)
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We came, we saw –
Laura Quinkan Dance 

Pic by Kathryn Williams
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– WE CAME THIRD!
Festival

Pics by Jacob McQuire
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Woorabinda arts is looking to bounce back with the coincidental booking of 
a Creative Recovery Course due to be undertaken in September this year.
‘Creative Recovery’ provides 
specialised service and 
advocacy for culture and the 
arts within the emergency 
management sector,” Arts 
Centre Manager Nickeema 
Williams said.
“This course is about 
responding to disasters and 
fires so it’s about giving people 
those skills and building 
their capacity to respond to 
disasters,” she said.

“If you think about it, what do 
First Nation’s people paint about? 
“They paint about the land, 
they paint about their cultural 
connection, or they paint about 
trauma, or they paint about 
what’s going on. 
“So, a lot of paintings are about 
bush fires, or a lot of paintings 
are about mental health, this is 
their avenue for expression. 
“That’s why we really needed 
a quick plan of action [after the 

fire] because if our artists don’t 
have the HACC building, they 
don’t have access to something 
that they use to deal with their 
emotions, and that’s critical.”
She said the Woorabinda 
Aboriginal Shire Council 
had stepped up with some 
temporary accommodation 
for the group so they could 
continue to work with upcoming 
projects such as the Cairns 
Indigenous Art Fair.

Recovery to take on creative phase

Artist Roxanne Oakley working in the new, temporary art space 
provided by Woorabinda Aboriginal Shire Council


